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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 522
By Rinks

A RESOLUTION to honor and congratulate Coach Brian Brown
and the 1995-1996 McNairy Central High School
boys’ basketball team on a great season.

WHEREAS, the “second generation” 1995-1996 McNairy Central High School boys’

basketball team, overlooked by many at the start of the season, has come on strong to reach

the prestigious Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association Class AA State Tournament

for the third time in the school’s history; and

WHEREAS, in tough District 14 AA Tournament competition, McNairy beat Camden

High School 73-61 and Chester County High School 81-66, finishing as the tournament runner-

up; and

WHEREAS, in classic Region 7 AA Tournament action, the Bobcats pounced on Union

City 64-58, defeated fourth-ranked Martin Westview High School 60-58 and bested Chester

County 110-101 in a  triple overtime championship game, which most people who were

privileged to watch the game called the most thrilling they had ever seen; and

WHEREAS, this tremendously talented team then defeated Melrose 67-61 in their

crucial substate game to reach the state tournament; and

WHEREAS, their fine overall season record was 25-8; and

WHEREAS, Coach Brian Brown, Assistant Coach Bill Willbanks and Assistant

Coach Jim MacArthur have done a superb job, expertly training the team members to be
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winners both on the court and off; and
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WHEREAS, as with any really great team, McNairy had a very balanced scoring attack

which featured junior forward Brian Robinson, who was selected Honorable Mention All-State,

All-West Tennessee, All-Region 7-AA Tournament, All-District 14-AA Tournament and All-

District 14-AA; junior center Bobby Damron, who was chosen Honorable Mention All-State, All-

Region 7-AA Tournament and All-District 14-AA Tournament; senior guard Josh Smith, an All-

District 14-AA honoree and junior guard Scott Shelton, who made the All-District 14-AA team;

and

WHEREAS, the other members of the squad: junior starter Casey Forsythe; seniors

James Craig and Derik Mitchell; juniors Lashun Damron, Daymon Schafer and John

Finlayson; sophomores Joey Carroll, Dustin Brown, Josh Gray and Jeremy Doyle; and

freshman Ross Shelton, have made a major contribution to the team effort this season; and

WHEREAS, there is absolutely no substitute for tradition, and three of the starters and

four of the top six players on this year’s team had parents that played for past MCHS teams;

and

WHEREAS, “second generation” team members included Josh Smith, son of County

Executive Mike Smith who was a starter on the 1969-1970 squad; Scott Shelton and his brother

freshman guard Ross Shelton whose father Avon was a starter for the Bobcats and whose

mother, Belinda Brown Shelton, played on the McNairy Central 1974 state runner-up squad;

Bobby Damron, whose father Bob was named MCHS Boys’ Player of the Decade; his mother,

Yvette Baldridge Damron, and John Finlayson’s mother, Kathy Moore Finlayson, also played on

the fabled 1974 team; Jeremy Doyle’s mother, Lola Lott Doyle, was also a Lady Bobcat; and



- 4 - *01458673*

WHEREAS, the hard-working managers were Claudie Hudson and Willie Wyke; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that we pause to salute and commemorate this gifted team on

their accomplishments; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-NINTH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE CONCURRING, That

we honor and congratulate Coach Brian Brown and the 1995-1996 McNairy Central High School

boys’ basketball team and wish them well in their future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That appropriate copies of this resolution be prepared for

presentation to the school and to each person named above, with this final clause omitted from

such copies.


